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UNESCO and education for transformation

“We must change the way we think 
and act as individuals and societies. 
So, in turn, education must change 
to create a  peaceful and 
sustainable world for the survival 
and prosperity of current and future 
generations”

Stefania Giannini, Assistant Director-General for Education, 
UNESCO, 2020

Climate Education: The importance of 
giving children and young people a 
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Climate Change and Girls’ Education
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• Girls’ vulnerability to the impacts of 
climate change:

• Generally

• In relation to their education

• The importance of girls’ education for 
addressing climate change

• Sexual and reproductive health rights

• Green skills for changing world of work

• Environmental leadership

Climate Change and Girls’ Education:

Why important?
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• Aimed to elicit a shared vision of what the future 
of education for environmental sustainability 
could look like. 

• Working towards a manifesto.

• Foregrounding voices of hard-to-reach 
communities.

• Online participatory workshops between teachers 
and young people:
• Futures workshops;

• Visualisation workshops.

Voices of children and young people: 
Manifesto for Education for Environmental 

Sustainability 

Dunlop & Rushton, 2021
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Voices of children 
and young people:

Eco-Capabilities
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Sustainability

Wellbeing

Nature 

Connectivity 
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Listening to young children: A methodology

• Four classes in Years 3 - 5 (ages seven to ten) from two primary schools
• Methods: 

• Pre- and post- adventuring workshops with children (exploring issues of 
wellbeing and eco-capabilities)

• Individual drawings of each child’s happy place

• Walk and talk interviews with children (exploring connections to local places)

• Participant observation

• Teacher and artist reflections, interviews and focus groups

• PWI-SC wellbeing questionnaires (Cummins & Lau, 2005)





Eco-Capability
Autonomy

Bodily Integrity and Safety
Identity

Mental and Emotional Wellbeing

Relationality: Human
Relationality: Non Human
Senses and Imagination

Spirituality

Eco-Capabilities
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Eco-Capabilities website: shorturl.at/fksMS



UCL Centre for Climate Change and Sustainability Education (CCCSE)

Research
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CCCSE Website: shorturl.at/ctwxW



• Strategy 
development:
• Public First 

research

• Youth Panel

• Co-constructing 
research:
• Focus groups

CCCSE foregrounding voices of children and young people

Centre for Climate Change and Sustainability Education

Polling conducted by Public 
First (Public First, 2022)

Research

“It’s quite obvious to see young people often 
speak up about it more than older people.”

“I think a lot of young people are aware, … but a lot 
of the time, it just feels out of your control. We’re 

not the policymakers, we can’t stop the big 
corporations that contribute more to the crisis than 

we do in our whole lives. It just feels 
disproportionate.”



Listening to the children…

‘It can be a bit 
depressing…we 
need more 
positive stuff, we 
need to have 
hope.’
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